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Masked Booby Sula dactylata 
Other names: White Booby, Gannet, Blue-faced Booby 

 

The Masked Booby is a large robust seabird 80 cm long, wing span 165 cm and 

weight 1.6 kg (Nelson 1978). They are the commonest of the three boobies in the 

genus Sula found on Ascension. Adults are white with the wing tips and trailing edge 

of the wing black, black tail, straw coloured feet and bill (Fig. 1). 

 

 
 

Figure 1. A Masked Booby Sula dactylata flying over the Letterbox peninsula, Ascension 

Island, South Atlantic in 2009. Photo D. Thomas. 

 

Masked Boobies breed on Boatswain Bird Island (BBI), a very few on off-shore 

stacks and on the Letterbox peninsula. The peak of breeding occurred between May 

and October. The bird does not construct a nest but eggs are laid directly on the 

ground (Fig. 2). 

 

 

Figure 2. A pair of Masked Boobies with a 1-day old chick and an egg. The photograph was 

taken on Letterbox, Ascension Island 2007 (Photo: R. Dickey). 
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The bird clear debris and the darker surface layer from the area that can be reached 

while sitting at the centre of the nest site. Two eggs are generally laid. They are 

chalky blue-white average size 60.4 x 44.4 mm and the incubation period is 42-46 

days. The second chick to hatch almost always invariably perishes. Access to BBI, 

where the majority of Masked Boobies breed is restricted but birds can be seen on the 

Letterbox peninsula (Fig. 3). 

 

Figure 3. Maps of (a) the location of Ascension Island in the south Atlantic, (b) the entire 

island, and (c) the Letterbox Peninsula shows the locations of the Masked Booby colony  

 

The population of Masked Boobies is approximately 4,500 pairs. Large numbers 

depart the island daily at dawn and apparently forage 200 nautical miles north of the 

island. The majority breed on BBI but 200–300 pairs (≈ 5% of the population) has 

relocated to Letterbox peninsula following the eradication of feral cats in 2004 

(Hughes et al.2011). 

 

The most convenient site to observe Masked Boobies during their breeding season is 

on the Letterbox peninsula. Alternatively they can be observed at North Point 

departing the island for their feed grounds at 0700hrs and returning at 1800hrs. 
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