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NOTES FROM THE HON SECRETARY 
 

The 2013 AGM is now behind us and as far as I am aware ran 
well.  Members who attended will know that mess bills were 
considerably higher than we have been used to in the past.  
That said, we were extremely lucky to have the whole of the 
Mess to ourselves and being a Cavalry Mess we were well 
looked after.  Thanks must go to the Commanding Officer, 
Armoured Fighting Vehicle Gunnery School for hosting us so 
well.  The contractorisation of Messes throughout the MOD 
estate means that we now have to jump through hoops to gain 
any sort of service and members should expect to pay a little 
more for a weekend at the AGM.  I will continue to source 
suitable locations wherever we hold an AGM in the future.  A 

copy of the AGM Minutes is attached.  I had suggested on the AGM that I wanted to 
avoid this newsletter being the ‘word according to Richard Seargent’ and thus thanks 
must go out to all who have contributed to this edition. 
 
MEMBERSHIP 
 
The Society currently sits at 192 members with two members in waiting; one serving 
and one retired.  As discussed at the AGM a number of members have been 
recruited using the aptly named Twitter social media site.  This is proving to be a 
useful tool to recruitment and a potential AOS Twitter Account is perhaps in the 
offing.  
 
200 
 
Below is an extract from the 2011 Newsletter.  Luckily we are well on the way to 
meeting this target.  Members are actively encouraged to recruit with a particular 
emphasis on serving members. 
 
This is the membership target to be achieved over the next 4 years and equates to 
one new member every 2 months (and the continuing good health of our current 
members).  The web-site continues to pull in names and, perhaps surprisingly, 
operations in Afghanistan have led to new members.  Please try, within the bounds of 
the new Constitution, to find some more potential members and give their names to 
the Hon Sec. 
 
EMAIL ADDRESSES 
 
I only have 92 email addresses registered.  Should you have received this newsletter 
in hard-copy format and would like to cut down postage and packaging I would be 
grateful if you could send your email contact to Richard.Seargent115@mod.uk and I 
will ensure that future emails will be sent in e-format. 
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Please be rest assured that your address will not be used for any business within the 
society without the approval of the Chairman and/or the Hon Sec. 
 
BIRDS OF CENTRAL ASIA – A HELM GUIDE 
 

I cannot recommend this book highly enough 
particularly if you are about to deploy to Afghanistan.  
The plates are of the usual high standard for a Helm 
Publication and are taken directly from the publishers 
‘Birds of the Middle East’ and ‘Birds of the Indian Sub-
Continent’.  It ably allows birders to dispense with 
carrying ‘Birds of Pakistan’ and the ‘Collins Bird Guide’ 
in their Osprey Combat Body Armour.  Information 
remains sketchy in the Afghan area of the distribution 
maps and thus all sightings should continue to be sent 
to relevant organisations in order to update in future 
editions.  AOS members have provided plenty of 
information to the publishers and eagle eyed members 
who have this book will notice that the area around the 
Helmand Valley is covered, generally by a question 

mark, indicating that sightings are from single observers. Information from Service 
Birders has been invaluable in updating the checklist of Birds of Afghanistan held by 
the Oriental Society of the Middle East, Central Asia and the Caucuses and includes 
a first for Afghanistan, an Oriental Magpie-Robin and a third, a Whiskered Tern.  
Members continue to serve in Afghanistan and hopefully will add to the information 
held on the avi-fauna of the region.  Trip lists, including my last list for HERRICK 16 
are held at www.osme.org and should be invaluable to anyone deploying before 
2014. 
 
FORECAST OF EVENTS 
 
The forecast of events is attached.  It has been updated includes a number of the 
usual favourites.  All are encouraged to attend and join the usual cohort of diehards.    
Also please note the start of the year birding trip in Norfolk where extreme birding 
comes to the fore. 
 
AOS SHOP 
 
Is your initial AOS tie looking a bit worse for wear? If so please contact the Secretary 
who will be delighted to send you a replacement at the bargain price of £4 including 
postage. 
 
The AOS polo shirts continue to sell.  If you have not yet purchased one then get one 
ready for next year’s AGM (through Andrew Bray).  These polo shirts have been a 
useful tool for recruiting new members whilst out birding. 
 
AOS ACTIVITIES 

 
Members of the society have been extremely busy 
with trips to Morocco and Eastern Germany proving 
popular.  The annual pilgrimage to Norfolk appeared 
to grow legs this year with several members 
‘glamping’ in a Yurt at Burnham Deepdale.  This gave 
those who attended an extra day or twos birding the 
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North Norfolk Coastline.  Snoring and early morning freezes reminded us that we 
really ought to have had a fire sentry to stock up the wood burning stove and nudge 
some of the more noisy members (you know who you are).  It was a great social but 
perhaps we will look at a bunk house next year. 
 
Following on from the 2012 AGM a second ringing event at DST Leconfield was 
agreed by the Chairman and DST birder, Tim Cowley.  When BBC’s Countryfile 
stated its interest in filming the military use and conservation efforts at the World’s 
largest residential driving school the dates were set to coincide with the opportunity.  
The birding elements of the Countryfile programme would include ringing and Turtle 
Doves.  The Chairman co-opted the help of fellow Service ringers Gp Capt Martin 
Routledge (Chairman, RAFOS), Lt Cdr (Retd) Julia Springett (RNBWS) and CPO 
Mark Cutts (RNBWS).  Tim liaised with the RSPB’s Chris Tomson to cover the Turtle 
Dove interview.  The Chairman and Tim were initially interviewed by BBC Presenter 
Julia Bradbury on 8 May 13, while Julia Springett helped with the erection of a mist 
net.  On 9 May 13 the BBC film and sound crew returned to record the group ringing 
birds from the Chairman’s makeshift Ringing Station.  While the ringers grappled with 
the subtle detail of a Wren’s wing, Tim scoured the training area for a visible dove.  
Sadly the constant wind had forced the birds deep into the wooded areas.  The same 
winds forced the ringing group to relocate in the afternoon.  On 10 May 13 the ringers 
were again out at first light and catching new species but with other commitments 
and continuing winds the team decided to call it a day in the early afternoon.   
Highlights: Another opportunity to conduct ringing to assist DST’s Conservation 
Group and for trainee ringers to gain more experience.  47 birds of 15 species were 
ringed and additional birds seen included Turtle Doves, Barn Owl and Kingfisher 
(good site species).  AOS/Service ornithological activity was broadcast on the BBC 
on 26 May 13 and 2 Jun 13. 

 
 
Photo (Left to right): Ellie Rennie 
(BBC Researcher), Lt Col Roger 
Dickey (Chairman), Rowan Crawford 
(Producer), Stef Otto (Cameraman), 
Rob Lacey (Sound Engineer), Julia 
Bradbury (Presenter), Maj (Retd) 
Tim Cowley (AOS), CPO Mark Cutts 
(RNBWS), Lt Cdr (Retd) Julia 
Springett (RNBWS) and Gp Capt 
Martin Routledge (Chairman, 
RAFOS). Copyright Tim Cowley. 

 
The inaugural trip to Eastern Germany (the former DDR) was a massive success and 
thanks must go to Major Andrew Rose  
who ably guided throughout and spent  
much time prior to the visit conducting 
recces of all the locations.  All targets  
birds bar Tawny Pipit were seen, some  
within half hour of arriving at the first  
site.  This was a productive trip which 
highlighted how different bird distribution  
was in Germany, perhaps due to 
difference in agricultural practices.   
What was evident though was the       
British way of managing Heathland should be used as good practice throughout 
Europe; a trip to a former Russian Training Area found that it was quickly turning into 
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a wood and birds such as Tawny Pipit and Hoopoe were perhaps only just hanging 
on.  Luckily the latter was seen but we found it difficult to find an area suitable of 
holding the former.  Highlights for me were: 
 
White-tailed Eagle  Great-Grey Shrike 
Common Crane  Barred Warbler 
Black Stork   River Warbler 
Great Bustard   Savi’s Warbler 
Hoopoe   Great Reed Warbler 
Bee-Eater   Icterine Warbler 
 
Germany provided a snap-shot of what perhaps Britain looked like prior to the 
Second World War.  We became blasé about Red-backed Shrike and Hawfinch by 
the end of the visit and the area is certainly worth a visit in the future.  Certainly 
cheaper than commercial trips to see Eastern specialities in Poland I can 
wholeheartedly recommend the country.  It was interesting to bird on what would 
have been no-mans land on the old Inner German Border.  The Chairman was keen 
to see areas that he would have targeted should 6th Guards Shock Army had crossed 
into the west.  By the time we arrived at Hannover airport all had had their fill of long 
journeys in the minibus, Asparagus (the crop at the time) and German Beer.   
 
More details submissions from both Morocco and Eastern Germany will appear in the 
next edition of the Adjutant. 
 
FUTURE FIELD TRIPS 
 
Members are strongly encouraged to attend field trips and expeditions.  Generally the 
usual suspects turn up and it would be great to welcome other members to our band 
of intrepid birders.  Future highlights will be the annual mass dip on Portland in 
September ably run by Hilary Nash and anyone wishing to join us on the long 
weekend in Norfolk in January should contact me. 
 
PARISH NOTES FROM THE CHAIRMAN 
 
First, thanks to Richard Seargent for putting together an excellent AGM weekend and 
also to those who attended.  Please continue to support these and other meetings 
and encourage old members and new faces to what are always great opportunities to 
watch birds and pull up sandbags. 
 
I took the opportunity to visit Mark Easterbrook in Cyprus on the pretext of recce’ing 
the AOS March 2014 visit.  I’d forgotten how diverse the birdlife can be, even in 
winter, but Mark is an incredibly accomplished birder and knows Cyprus better than 
the locals. If you get the chance to visit, drop him an e-mail beforehand and he will be 
delighted to show you the patch, north and south. 
 
At the AGM, Andy Harrison received richly deserved praise for his work on the AOS’s 
www.armybirding.org.uk web-site.  There is always plenty of information on Society 
activities there and it beats me why more people don’t use it. Hopefully we will see 
increased use from it once Andy has linked it to Facebook and Twitter. Please don’t 
knock the latter – it is a great recruiter! 
 
It gave me huge pleasure to see Dr Jim Reynolds from Birmingham University voted 
into the Society as Honorary Member. Not only have we now got an accomplished 
scientist ‘on the books’ but his help and advice in current and future studies (and not 
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just on Ascension seabirds) will raise our game and our profile considerably.  We 
much look forward to seeing him at future AGMs. 
 
The Julia Bradbury admiration society moved into top gear at the Defence Driving 
School, Leconfield when Tim Cowley and I joined the ranks of the media lovvies with 
an appearance on Countryfile.  It showed the importance of wearing the AOS polo 
shirt, especially if you are going to forget to mention the AOS while under the media 
glare.  The ninja birders amongst you will have noticed the media substitution of 
Asian Spotted Doves for Turtle Doves!  
 
Last, my thanks once more to a truly industrious Committee who work on our behalf 
to make things happen in the Society, and to all AOS members for your support.  
Hopefully see you at the British Bird Fair on 16th August.       
 
AGM 2014 
 
The AGM next year is to be held in the North West of England probably in the area 
north of Liverpool and south of Southport.  This is an area of rich dune-land with a 
rich biodiversity.  Members should expect good numbers of wading birds and the 
opportunity to see relict populations of Red Squirrel and Natterjack Toad along with 
an excellent selection of rare flora particularly Orchids.  A Sunday trip to Martin Mere 
or perhaps Frodsham Marshes could be arranged dependent on numbers. Further 
details will be sent in a mail-shot in the New Year.  
 
AND FINALLY 
 
Steve Dettmar was so impressed with the birding experience in Morocco that he has 
written a poem about it.  Many thanks Steve and we look forward to future 
submissions. 
 
Wow off twitching in the Moroccan sun, 
First tick Black-crowned Tchagra 
What Birding fun. 
Day two it's cold, where's the sun gone. 
But wait it's a Bald Ibis, and it's not the only one. 
Driving past birds, not allowed to park, 
Screech to a halt it's a Thick-billed Lark. 
Out in the desert not a sign of a house, 
Then over the skyline, a flock of Crowned Sandgrouse. 
Bugger I missed the Bar-tailed Lark while scoping Thick-billed, and Maggie got it, 
But later whilst watching the Desert Warbler, got the Bar-tailed in the pocket. 
The Egyptian Nightjar is near impossible to see, 
But thanks to the Nomad we discover her, and he even gives us tea. 
In the Pine in the dunes we find the Desert Sparrow, 
Whose nestboxes are gone and range is now sadly so very narrow. 
At last Bonelli's Warbler, a great view, 
I've been waiting for this since 1972. 
Another long journey but we stop for the Magreb's Wheatear, 
Which this time shows itself really clear. 
Travelling from Ouazarzate to Marrakesh we stop for Barbary Partridge and teas, 
And wow we scope Levaillant's Woodpecker with ease. 
We are in the high Atlas on the last day, 
Crimson Winged Finch on Tim's nuts, and Alpine Chough seal another great AOS 
trip away. 
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PHOTO BOARD 
 
 

 
Hume’s Whitethroat 
Camp Bastion 
© Richard Seargent 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Black-necked Grebe 
Aldershot 
© Kev Campbell 

 

 
 

 
Barn Owl and Grey Partridge 
AOS Trip to Norfolk 
© Kev Campbell 

 

 
Bittern Twitch - the usual suspects 
AOS Trip to Barnes WWT 
© CAOS 
 

 
said Bittern 
© Rupert King-Evans 

 


